
Hawaiian Hazards to your Pet 

Desert Rose 
vomiting,  
abnormal 
heartbeat, 

coma, death 

 

1) Sago and Cardboard Palms 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Eating leaves and seeds of these plants can cause liver failure within 
hours.  First symptoms are usually vomiting and abdominal pain. 

       

2) Antifreeze – Ethylene Glycol 

 
 

Drinking a small amount of this sweet liquid can cause 
kidney failure within hours. First symptoms are usually 
wobbliness or incoordination and drinking a lot of water.  
Treatment within 12 hours of exposure in dogs and 
sooner in cats is needed. 

 
 
 
 

3) Bufo Toads 

Bufo Toads excrete a white milky 

poison along their backs when they 

are threatened.  Pets that nose, 

mouth or bite toads absorb poison 

right through their tongue and 

mouth.  Toxins can cause vomiting, 

seizures and collapse that can lead to 

death.  Rinsing the mouth and tongue off with water for 10 minutes is the 

very first step in treatment.   

 
4) Xylitol – Sugar Substitute 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Xylitol is used to replace sugar in manysugar-free or low calorie snacks, 
but it is also used in dissolving medications, liquid human medications 
and gum, candy and mints.  Even a small amount of xylitol can cause a 
sudden serious drop in a pet’s blood sugar or seizures,  liver failure and 
even death. 
 
 

5) Rat and Mouse Poisons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are three main types of mouse and rat poisons on the market...and 
all of them are deadly to pets regardless of what their labels say.  Be 
aware of what you have around the house, and what your neighbors or 
landlord, etc use for rodent control.  These poisons are made to taste 
good - that's why the rats and mice eat them.  Dogs will often eat the 
poison directly, while cats (and some dogs) will get anticoagulant rat 
poison when they eat rats or mice that have already been exposed to the 
poison. 
 
The way that each type of poisoning hurts pets and how it is treated is 
very different, so it is very helpful to know what the active ingredient in 
the poison is.   
 
 

6) Bees, Scorpions, Centipedes and Spiders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bees, scorpions, spiders and centipedes are most likely to cause pain and 
swelling at the  site of stings/bites.  Serious allergic reactions can include 
severe facial swelling, trouble breathing, vomiting, wobbliness or collapse 
and can happen within minutes to hours.  If any of these symptoms occur, 
get to a vet immediately.  Pain and swelling can usually be treated with 
over the counter Benadryl Allergy (Diphenhydramine HCl).  It’s a good 
idea to have Benadryl (generic Diphenhydramine HCl) on-hand at all 
times.   

 
 

7) Overheating – Heat Stroke 
 
 
 
 
 
Walking a dog on a hot day, going to the beach and playing in the sun or 
spending even a few minutes in a car without good airflow can cause pets 
to overheat.  Dogs with flat-looking faces, like Pugs or Bulldogs are more 
susceptible to overheating, but ANY PET can die if they get too hot. 
 
Symptoms are heavy panting, hanging the tongue out further than 
normal or the tongue looking swollen, difficulty breathing and collapse. 
 
If you think your pet is overheating, get to shade quickly, offer water and 
begin cooling your pet by wetting down paws and body with lukewarm to 
cool water and try to increase airflow with a fan. Once you have done 
everything you can to start the cooling process, get to a veterinary office 
– running AC in the car on HIGH, blowing on your pet. 
 
 

8) Marijuana 
 

Marijuana is usually ingested by dogs, sometimes cats.   
Symptoms include wobbliness, low body temperature, low 
blood pressure, slow heartbeat, drooling, vomiting, dribbling 

urine, diarrhea and disorientation. Coma and death are rare.  
 
 

9) Chocolate and Caffeine 
 
 
 
 
 
Pets will eat chocolate and caffeine, sometimes together in chocolate 
covered coffee beans.  Vomiting, fast heart rate, hyperactivity, seizures 
and kidney failure are possible, depending on the dose. 
 
 

10) Hawaii Mushrooms that cause liver failure 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11) Other toxic plants to be aware of: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Things you can do at home: 
 

1) For bee stings/bug bites that cause local swelling or hives, 
but no wobbliness or vomiting or collapse:   Give 1mg per 

pound of Benadryl Allergy (Diphenhydramine) 
 

2) Keep all human medications and your pets’ medications out 
of reach.  It is amazing how often our pets manage to get a 
hold of whole bottles of prescription medications and eat 

them – bottle and all. 
 

3) If you think your pet may have eaten something poisonous, 
call a professional immediately for guidance: 

 
National Animal Poison Control 

888-426-4435 
 

National Animal Poison Control is staffed 24/7.  There is a 
consultation fee – which is well worth their expertise. 

Marbled Deathcap Lepiota - False Parasol 

Castor Bean  
vomiting, kidney 
failure, bloody 

diarrhea, coma, 
death 

 

Oleander  
drooling, painful 

abdomen,  
depression, 

possible death 

Angel’s Trumpet 
lethargy, ataxia 
fast heartrate 

remors, seizures, 
rarely death 


